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TAGS: FI, PFOR, XG, XE, XL, XM, US, UNESCO 
SUBJECT: US MEMBERSHIP IN UNESCO REGIONAL GROUPS 

REF: STATE 56794 

EMBOFF TODAY DISCUSSED US INTENTION TO SEEK MEMBERSHIP 
IN UNESCO EUROPEAN REGIONAL GROUP WITH KAHILUOTO, 
FONMIN OFFICER IN CHARGE OF UN AFFAIRS, DRAWING ON IN 
STRUCTIONS IN REFTEL AND URGING FINNISH SUPPORT. 
KAHILUOTO TOOK NOTE OF US POSITION, SAID HE WOULD TALK 
WITH APPROPRIATE PEOPLE IN THE MINISTRY FOR EDUCATION 
AND TO PROFESSOR ILMO HELA, FINLAND' S REP IN UNESCO, 

AND RETURN TO THE SUBJECT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

KAHILUOTO WAS RELUCTANT TO EXPRESS ANY VIEWS ON THE 
PROPOSED US ACTION TODAY, SAYING THAT HE IS NOT THAT 
FAMILIAR WITH UNESCO MATTERS. HE DID NOTE, HOWEVER, 
THAT IT IS NORMAL FOR THE US TO PARTICIPATE IN 
OTHER UN EUROPEAN REGIONAL GROUPS, AND THAT OUR 
MEMBERSHIP IN THE UNESCO GROUP WOULD NOT APPEAR 
TO BE OUT OF PLACE. 

WHITE 
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